
A Man After God’s Own Heart 
 
From David Hocking.  Devotional December 8, 2009 at the Pre-Trib Study 
Group conference. 
 
Matt 1:1 
The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham:  
1 Sam 13:14 
"But now your kingdom shall not endure. The Lord has sought out for Himself a 
man after His own heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His 
people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you."  
Acts 13:22 
"After He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning 
whom He also testified and said, ' I HAVE FOUND DAVID the son of Jesse, A 
MAN AFTER MY HEART, who will do all My will.'  
 
What does it mean to be a “Man after God’s Own Heart?” 
 
It is a man with the heart of a: 
1. Shepherd.  A man of Compassion.  Psa 78:70-72 
He also chose David His servant And took him from the sheepfolds; 71 From the 
care of the ewes with suckling lambs He brought him To shepherd Jacob His 
people, And Israel His inheritance. 72 So he shepherded them according to the 
integrity of his heart, And guided them with his skillful hands. Cf Mark 6:34 
When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion for 
them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach 
them many things.  
 
2. Singer.  A man of Praise.  2 Sam 23:1-2 
Now these are the last words of David. David the son of Jesse declares,  The 
man who was raised on high declares,  The anointed of the God of Jacob, And 
the sweet psalmist of Israel, 2 "The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, And His word 
was on my tongue.   Psa 108:1-6 My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing, I will 
sing praises, even with my soul.  2 Awake, harp and lyre; I will awaken the dawn! 
3 I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to 
You among the nations. 4 For Your lovingkindness is great above the heavens, 
And Your truth reaches to the skies. 5  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 
And Your glory above all the earth. 6  That Your beloved may be delivered, Save 
with Your right hand, and answer me! Cf Matt 26:30 After singing a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives.  
 
3. Soldier.  A man of Loyalty.  1 Sam 16:17-18 
So Saul said to his servants, "Provide for me now a man who can play well and 
bring him to me." 18 Then one of the young men said, "Behold, I have seen a 



son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who is a skillful musician, a mighty man of valor, a 
warrior, one prudent in speech, and a handsome man; and the Lord is with him."  
1 Sam 17:45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. Ex 15:3 The Lord is a warrior;  
The Lord is His name.  
 
4. Sinner.  A man of Brokenness.  Ps 34:18-19 
The Lord  is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in 
spirit. 19  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord  delivers him out 
of them all.  Ps 51:16-17For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would 
give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Cf Isa 
53:1-5 (Christ felt brokenness from other men’s arrogance, not His own as 
our sins were imputed to Him) Who has believed our message? And to whom 
has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He grew up before Him like a tender 
shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty 
That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to 
Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we 
did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He 
carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,  Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging 
we are healed.  
 
5. Saint.  A man of Obedience.  Ps 37:23 
The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He delights in his way.  Ps 
37:37 Mark the blameless man, and behold the upright; For the man of peace will 
have a posterity.  Cf Luke 22:42 Not My will but Your will be done. 
 
6. Servant.  A man of Humility.  Ps 89:20-21 
"I have found David My servant; With My holy oil I have anointed him, 21 With 
whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him. Cf Matt 
20:26-28 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you 
shall be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  
 
7. Savior.  A man of Forgiveness.  1 Sam 24 (Saul) 
Cf Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, " Father, forgive them; for they do 
not know what they are doing."  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments 
among themselves.  


